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DOWNLOADS FOR SMALL GROUPS

SESSION GUIDE FOR TH  E LEADER

Unit Title: Authority HIENCOUNTER
Study Title: Session’8 Using Authority 6 THE MAGAZIN
Bible Text: 2 Chronicles 1940

To Begin

Before the session, collect a list of seemingly ridiculous and
unnecessary or outdated laws that remain on the boolearo
find them on sites such as these:
http://www.buzzle.com/articles/stupithwsin-america.html
http://www.ahajokes.constupid_laws.html
http://www.usattorneylegalservices.com/stipugs. html

Hand out copies of yougollection of laws to group members.
Help the group discuss them by asking themint at laws on your list that they find especially silly.
Why do they find them so ridiculous? What might have been the reason for them in the first place?

Lead into Bible study by sayifilgose in authority make rules and laws. In most teesedp san good
faith, resulting in reasonable regulations. But there are certainly those who use authority irresponsibly,
resulting in overly restrictive and even silly rules. How can one learn to use authority wisely?

Bible Principles (Use the Scripture Commary to help you lead discussion.)

I Ask members if they are familiar with the term Oivory tower.O What are some characteristics of :
ivory tower person? (For example, such a person is unfamiliar with ordinary people and life, livin
in a world of his or me@wn.) Why would that descriptioot apply to Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles
19:4)?

I Work with the group to list some ways people misuse power. Turn to 2 Chronicles 19:7 and draw
attention to the termsjustice, partiafitydbriberRefer b the ScriptureCommentary to discuss
each of these terms and give examples of each.

I Some will argue against laws regulating social issues by saying, OYou canOt legislate morality.C
Judging from 2 Chronicles 2@ what would Jehoshaphat have said about that argument?

Open the Magazine
Give each member a copyltie Magaziared a copy of the Group Member Guide. Work as a group
or in pairs to perform the activities and discuss the questions found on the worksheet.

Close the session by having the gidemtify leader@amous or not) that exemplify JehoshaphatOs
leadership characteristics. As time permits, members may wish to write letters of appreciation for that ty
of leadership.
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SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY

Share 2 Chronicles 19:4

Use authority to reach others for the L ord.

Jehoshaphat, the great -great -grandson of Solomon, was a rich and powerful king (2 Chronicles 17:3  -6; 18:1). To his
credit, he did not allow his great wealth and importance to corrupt him. Instead, he became a good example of how to
use authority respo nsibly.

King Jehoshaphat did not just stay in his palace and rule from afar. He was a hands  -on leader. Jehoshaphat went out
among the people and turned their hearts Oback to the LordO (2 Chronicles 19:4).

We must recognize that all authority belongs to God and that He grants some to each of us for a purpose. When
Esther was made queen of Persia years later, she was told by her cousin Mordecai that she was not in power by accident
or for her convenience. She was expected to use her power for the good of God® s people (Esther 4:14). The apostle Paul
would agree, writing, OWe are GodOs handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to doO (Ephesians 2:10). Jehoshaphat believed that God placed him in power to turn people back to the
Lord.

First Priority is a nationwide organization that works at establishing Bible clubs on public school campuses. The
organization believes that church, business, and educational leaders in communities should use the authority that they
have to reach the next generation for Jesus. Jehoshaphat modeled good leadership in this same way. He saw a need to
bring people to God, and he was willing to move out of his comfort zone to do just that.

Fair 2 Chronicles 19:5 -7

Use authority to eliminate a buse of power.

When Jehoshaphat appointed judges, he warned them that they were Onot judging for mere m ortals but for the
LordO (2 Chronicles 19:5, 6). The Lord would be with them and the Ofear of the Lord® would be upon them (v. 7). This is
a strong word for fear, indicating outright terror of facing the penalty for doing wrong. The word for fear in verse 9 is
a different word, meaning Oreverence.O OJudge carefully,O these men were told, because when they exercised their
authority they were representing Go  d.

With God there is Ono injustice or partiality or briberyO (v. 7; Deuteronomy 10:17). Injustice means turning aside or
deviating from what is right.  Partiality is literally Olifting up the face.O In other words, it is looking to see who the
petitioner is and then deciding how to handle the case. Bribery is the payment of money to get a judge to rule in your
favor. Exodus 23:8 warned that Oa bribe blinds those who see and twists the words of the innocent .0 Jehoshaphat used
his authority to make sure thatt hose ruling under him would rule justly.

In the past several years, charges of sexual abuse of minors by priests have rocked the Roman Catholic Church. Church
leaders outlined a policy to rapidly oust priests guilty of Oserial, predatory sexual abuse of mi norsO but stopped short of
calling for a zero -tolerance policy for first -time offenders. One wonders if Jehoshaphat would have allowed a second
chance to leaders who abused their authority in this way.

Dare 2 Chronicles 19:8 -10

Use authority to encourage morality.

Jehoshaphat used his authority to promote evangelism and justice. We are then told that he also used his authority
to promote morality.

Jehoshaphat appointed religious leaders to settle disputes by using the principles of the law of Moses (2 Chr onicles
19:8). In our secular society, such actions would certainly raise eyebrows. We are more comfortable teaching that
certain behaviors are wrong because they lead to negative consequences. But Jehoshaphat made sure that the people
of his land knew tha t certain behaviors were sinful and were wrong because they violated GodOs will (v. 10).

Great thinkers prominent in Western civilization have taught that a morality based upon the teachings of the Bible
has been the key to the freedom enjoyed by Americaa nd Western Europe. Historian Lord Acton wrote, OLiberty has
not existed outside of Christianity.O OMen, in a word,O warned President John Quincy Adams, Omust necessarily be
controlled either by a power within them or by a power without them; either by the word of God or by the strong
arm of man; either by the Bible or by the bayonet.O Olt cannot be emphasized too strongly or too often,O wrote
statesman Patrick Henry, Othat this great Nation was founded not by religionists, but by Christians; not on religion s,
but on the Gospel of Jesus Christ. For that reason alone, people of other faiths have been afforded freedom of
worship here.O These and more would agree with Jehoshaphat that a leader must encourage godly morality among
those he or she leads.

Not all of us will rise to positions of political prominence, as did King Jehoshaphat. But all of us have some degree of
authority and responsibility. We must use it wisely, using it to help others know God, making sure power is not
abused, and encouraging those aro und us to live lives of virtue.
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CREATIVE OPTIONS

Introduction

Some games are played by Ohouse rules.O These are special rules that are added to the normal rules
played at a certain location.

Begin the sessidny playing a board game with all or glaybur group. Theatch is that you will make a
house rul¢éo be followed by the next two players.&@mple, if it is a dice game, players will advance
twice as many spaces as the dice indicate. Create a new house rule for the next two pglayers as the
continues.

Lead into Bible study by saying: Those in authority make rules and laws. In most cases, they do soin g
faith, resulting in reasonable regulations. But there are certainly those who use authority irresponsibly,
resulting in overly regttive and even silly rules. How can one learn to use authority wisely?

MAGAZINE STUDY

Instead of using the Group Member Guide, read the article as a grotipey Brould imagine that they
are nominated to run for student council or another studeetdeigp position in their school. Using the
principles from the article, have them deti@erpaign speeches election to that office.

MEDIA OPTIONS

Music .

Close by playinginny OwenOs cover of the Stevie Wonder €dggier Ground from the projedBet

In, IOm Drivifgay that members use whatever leadership position they hold to lead others to higher
ground.

Movie clip

Show this clip frorvan Almigh¢@@7). (At the time of publication, this clip can be downloaded from
Wing Clipg In this cip Evan asks for GodOs help to be an effective leader
http://www.wingclips.com/movielips/evaralmighty/chang¢he-world

Free Download
Download The Scene, an activdgigned to open this session using a current news story here:
http://www.encounterface2face.com/scene.asp
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GROUP MEMBER GUIDE

theNovember 272011, issue of ENCOUNTHERThe
Magazine

Before reading the article, revilbgcharacteristics of King
Jehoshaphat that made him a good leader

I Jehoshaphat used authority to reach others
for the Lord.

saon.

G P mones 1S

diand W OO Cloar
et

I Jehoshaphat used authority to eliminate . W
abuse of power.

I Jehoshaphat used authority to encourage morality.

Now read the entire articRretend you are running for a position of leadership. Use the four points from
the article to craft a campaign strategy

| am running for

1. (Slogan or campaign promise based on point 1)

2. (Slogan or campaign promise based on point 2)

3. (Slogan or campaign promise based on point 3)

4. (Slogan or campaign promise based on point 4)
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