Use “The Scene” to introduce “Our Mission” the High School Sunday school lesson for June 10, 2018. The lesson is
found on page 11 of High School Teacher by Standard Publishing.

So, in case you’ve been living under a rock (or just without a TV or social media), there was a bit of a
storm of controversy whirling around a certain Twitter comment made by a certain comedian. And then
that certain comedian’s network cancelled her certain show because her statement did not match up with
certain values of their company.
The interesting thing we learn out of this is, image is important. And maybe even that image is more
important than what your values actually are. Because this certain comedian had made many, many
questionable comments in the past, and had not received such consequences before. What made the
difference this time? Image. The company didn’t want to have its image associated with something that
seemed not only not within its mission statement, but also (and maybe this was the most relevant factor)
not in keeping with the current mood of society.
Just consider what might have happened if the TV star had kept quiet? If, instead of Tweeting away in a
foggy haze, she had just turned off her phone? She could have thought hateful, ugly thoughts all day if she
liked, and as long as she kept quiet (and the ratings stayed up), her show could have continued.
The only trouble is, “the things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the heart” (Matthew 15:18).
As students arrive, give each of them a copy of the article. Then discuss in this way:
What do you think about this story? Do you know to what comedian the story refers?
What do you think—is image more important than values? Explain your answer.
What do you think would have happened if the star had stayed quiet this time? Do you think it
would have been likely that she would have said something destructive at a later date? Why or why
not?
Businesses have mission statements to help both employees and clients to understand what to expect
from them. And sometimes they use these mission statements to guide their decisions as well. Today
we’ll look at some words Jesus said that could be described as the mission statement for His
disciples.
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